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Overview of the project
Our project aims
To co-develop and co-explore how a values-focused approach could help conceptualise and evaluate less ‘tangible’ 

legacies of collaborative research projects funded through the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 

Connected Communities programme. 

In doing so, the project we aimed to help legitimise ways of knowing that are often marginalised by conventional 

evaluations, and in doing so, reflect the broader legacies of project partners and participants.

Our approach
‘Starting from values’ re-sets the balance and provides a mechanism for understanding and valuing different 

perspectives. It also gives space and a language to articulate less ‘tangible’ aspects of project legacies.

What have we found?
A values-based approach to understanding the legacies of community-engaged research can: 

• Unearth ‘new’ legacies and a deeper understanding of ‘known’ legacies

• Enhance existing legacies

• Create confidence to articulate broader and deeper aspects of legacies

• Enhance collaborative working within partnerships

Broader benefits of ‘starting from values’
The project led to additional benefits for community partners: energising key members of staff and articulating the 

values of their own organisations. This has also led to being better equipped to negotiate their role in future partnership 

work. The project has also inspired partners to develop new projects with values approaches at the heart of design and 

delivery, and led to new research ideas and practices.
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Findings - Legacies
This first section of findings outlines the Legacies of Connected Communities Projects identified and 

articulated through the project
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In short, we have found that legacies are an interesting and 

productive are of investigation for understanding the 

impacts of community-university collaborative research, in 

particular in the Arts and Humanities. Making values explicit 

can help to authorise multi and inter-subjective ways of 

knowing, especially where objective measures are neither 

relevant nor possible. 

In this approach, arts and humanities methods themselves 

are essential. We can say that science and social 

science may have objectively measurable outcomes, 

but capturing measures of legacy may require arts and 

humanities approaches by virtue of legacy’s embedded 

multi-subjectivity and values-judgement.

Additional sections in the report present stand-alone pieces 

of work on legacies, including the Project videos and the 

Visual capture. For the latter, we worked with illustrators 

from Endless Possibilities to visually capture our four 

iterative reflection, in which we started to articulate 

legacies, and insights from the values approach.

This includes rich information about specific legacies from the 

projects we worked with. These legacies have been represented 

through audio-visual production, illustrations and diagrams. 

This section outlines detailed representations of legacies of the two 

case study projects: Scaling Up Co-Design and The Authority 

Research Network, and further information about work done with the 

second phase projects. 

Look in boxes

Different levels
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Scaling up co-design is one of nine co-design and co-production 
research projects funded by AHRC under the Connected 
Communities programme. The project focussed on co-design 
practices within civil society organisations working in different 
fields (built environment, media, technology), seeking to 
understand how these practices and their impact on people and 
society can be scaled up. Its main hypothesis was that by using 
existing resources and connecting those resources together, 
partners would be able to create new opportunities for innovation, 
build their capacity to address complex issues and achieve more 
for less. It formally ended in June 2014. 

As a collaboration between community and academic partners, 
we investigated legacies in terms of 

• The shared values of the entire project team and 

• The respective values of four community partners 

• Blackwood Foundation, 

• Fossbox and Flossie, 

• Silent Cities and 

• The Glass-House Community Led Design

On the right is a poster the team produced to represent the most 
important legacies for the project from the perspective of the 
project team (view the poster on the project webpage).

The following pages present brief representations of legacies from 
the same project from the perspective of four different community 
partners. More detail can be found on web pages hosted by them.

Legacies
Case study: Scaling Up Co-Design.
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Looking at Scaling-Up Co-Design from across all perspectives

Download full versions of the legacy maps. 

Legacies
Case study: Scaling Up Co-Design.
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Silent Cities also put together an online mind map with evidence and detail of legacies. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByCEB-b_DEGWNk00Qy1TRlBqeW8/view?usp=sharing
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Legacies
Case study: Authority Research Network

The Authority Research Network (ARN) is an expanding research collective 

which engages with questions of authority, positive power, political 

subjectivity and experience through developing strong social theory and 

links with practice. It was initiated by a group of doctoral students and 

members collaborate through conceptual retreats and joint projects. 

In order to carry out activities for the legacy project, six members of the 

ARN spent five days on a five-day research retreat in August 2014. Rather 

than working on a single shared project, this retreat offered an opportunity 

to work on smaller collaborative projects. With the luxury of five days, the 

exercise could be divided into several sessions:

(1) Initial briefing – introduction to project (Monday lunchtime)

(2) A walk and talk values elicitation exercise (Monday afternoon)

(3) A diagramming values elicitation exercise (Tuesday afternoon)

(4) Using the ‘WeValue’ proto-indicator list (Wednesday afternoon). 

(5) Identifying legacies and evidence (Thursday afternoon)

Being able to break down the exercise into a number of smaller sessions 

meant they could take all necessary time, and could stop and continue if 

concentration was waning or further discussions were needed.

After this process, the legacy project team worked on bringing together 

evidence and representing ARN’s values and key legacies from their 

collaborative work to date. You can find out more on the ARN website.

(2)

(3)

(4)

http://www.authorityresearch.net/
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Project team

Informal collaborators - Louise Dredge, Leila Dawney, Tehseen Noorani, Claire Blencowe, Naomi Millner, Sam Kirwan, 

Paddy, Lucia das Neves, Maja Luna Jorgensen, Hannah Goraya, El Veasey, Faiza Omar, Chandrika Cycil, Emma 

Plouviez, Andy Gosler, Karen Park, Felice Wyndham, David Nathan, Ada Grabowzka-Zhang, John Fanshawe, Heidi 

Fletcher, Ian Hargreaves, Hannah Scarbrough, Tyler Mears, Firooz Firoozmand, and Ceri Davies.

Project partners - Prof. Marie Harder (PI), Dr. Julian Brigstocke, 

Dr. Katerina Alexiou, Dr. Theodore Zamenopoulos, Justine 

Gaubert, Colin Foskett, Sophia de Sousa, Paula Graham, Elona 

Hoover and Gemma Burford

Advisors - Prof. Ann Light, Prof. Andy Dearden, Mr. Andy Cheng, 

Prof. Andrew Church and Dr. Busayawan Lam

13



Project videos

Video 1 - Introducing the ‘Starting 

from Values’ project

Video 2 - What we have learned by 

‘starting from values’, and where next

Videos produced by Justine Gaubert, Silent Cities (Community Co-

Investigator)

View the videos on the project website ‘videos’ page
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http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/projects/starting-from-values-evaluating-intangible-legacies/project-videos


Visual capture

Visual capture by Endless Possibilities. Download the full-size version on the project website.

15

http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/projects/starting-from-values-evaluating-intangible-legacies/learning-and-outcomes


Other outputs

Book chapter

This project is one of seven ‘legacy’ 

projects funded by the Arts ad Humanities 

Research Council. 

All of these projects have been working on 

developing a co-authored book entitled 

Researching in Public: Contested 

Origins, Live Debates & Emerging 

Legacies for Collaborative Research, 

edited by Keri Facer and Kate Pahl. 

The project team has contributed a chapter 

about the ‘Starting from Values’ project. 

The book should be published in 2016.

Policy brief – to come
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Conference presentations

Poster presented by The 
Glass-House at the Engage 
2014 conference in Bristol, 
UK.

Presentation about the 
project presented by Paula 
Graham from Fossbox at the 
CU2 Expo conference in 
Ottawa, Canada, May 2015.
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The showcase event for ‘Starting from Values: Evaluating Intangible Legacies’ was held at the Impact Hub Westminster, London.

The event was opened with two workshops facilitated by Professor Marie Harder and Elona Hoover. In addition to providing a
general overview through the project videos and a PowerPoint presentation, these sessions offered an experiential introduction to
the project by asking participants to reflect on the differences between ‘outcomes’ and ‘legacy’ for a project they had participated
in, and to relate the legacy to their values. Values-based statements (‘prompts’) from the project, printed on small cards, were
used to broaden thinking and stimulate discussion.

Following the introductory sessions, a number of Project Co-Investigators hosted their own mini-workshops in which they
presented specific methods and techniques that they had developed, including mind-mapping, the use of digital technologies, and
the creation of a physical artefact to represent values and legacies as in the Empowering Design Practices project.

The final session of the event was a plenary discussion in which possible futures for the values-based approach were discussed.
Potential new applications included neighbourhood planning, ‘future cities’ work, a Living Landscapes project, and evaluation of
community development investment. A key challenge highlighted during the discussion was the time investment necessary for
values-related approaches to legacy, and how to communicate the benefits to people who have not yet experienced them.

In addition to the scheduled workshops and discussions, The event also provided a space for the dissemination of project outputs
in visual formats. These included the preliminary versions of the ‘Evolving Legacies’ maps which are included in the findings
section of this report, and the ‘Drawing Out Values’ art work, as well as the ‘visual capture’ created by Endless Possibilities from
the December 2014 Iterative Reflection meeting.

Showcase event, London, 30 April 2015
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Project adviser and artist Andy Cheng (in consultation with Elona Hoover and Gemma
Burford) devised a dynamic three- dimensional art installation as a centrepiece for the
‘Starting from Values: Evaluating Intangible Legacies’ project showcase event in April
2015.

The installation, entitled “A song of tethering: bestowing legacies from values”, was
based around four metal stands used as tether points, to which ribbons with inflated
helium balloons could be attached. Three of these tether points displayed cards with
values-related statements from the project, clustered around specific theme:
Creativity and Innovation, How We Work Together, and `Making a Difference’ in
Society. The fourth, labelled Anything Else…?, was deliberately left undefined in
order to encourage the articulation of other types of value statements.

Each participant was invited to think of a legacy from a project in which they had been
involved, write it on a label, and attach it to either a blue helium balloon (if they
regarded the legacy as broadly ‘tangible’) or silver (if they viewed it as ‘intangible’).
The balloon was then connected to one or more tether points (up to a maximum of
three), using thin ribbons, in accordance with the participant’s perception of its
relatedness to the respective sets of value statements.

This interactive installation provided a vehicle for engaging participants in debate and
exploration of `values’ and `legacies’, in a format which surpassed the confines of
logical rationalism and access aesthetic and subjective expressions of understanding.
It can be viewed as a three-dimensional sculptural essay featuring several
interlocking themes and concepts, including insights from human neurology; notions
from complexity theory (utilising iterations of simple rules to work through an instability
and confusion. to allow a state of stability and elegance to emerge); and the utilisation
of spatial modality to enhance the symbolic expression of connection and
disconnection between articulated legacies and diverse concepts of values, evoking a
sense of festivity and ritual union appropriate to the closure of the project.

Art installation, “A song of tethering: 

bestowing legacies from values”

Images of the installation

Visualisations of human neurons



Thank you!
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The End


