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	Margaret Brown nee Attwell
Example of interview:
(This is only part of the summary)

Margaret June Brown nee Attwell [MB] grew up in Welsh countryside; interested in nature. Worked on the land during the war with the International Voluntary Service for Peace. [03.05] Interested in progressive education. Trained in education [Teacher Training] and went on various Forest School training and other summer camps from 1949. Mentions going to Ashdown Forest to attend Forest School training for new staff. Met interesting people involved John Glaister, Tony Ives, Ron Brand, Ruth and Peter Edger. Discusses learning new practical skills. Training course held at progressive school at Ashdown Forest. First encounter with children with autism. Two summer camps at Woodhill Hall, Wreatham in 1949 and 1950. Working with Elves; Children aged 6-8 years. 

[06.12] Margaret trained in and taught care of homesick children, attended council meetings, took on various posts, including Storeman, Staff Membership Secretary and Aid Fund Secretary. Mentions that as most children from well-off middle-class families, they founded an aid fund to broaden the intake. Comments on loving wood felling. Continued to organise staff training and working with other age groups; Woodlings 9-11 years, Trackers aged 12-14, Pathfinders – the teenagers. Joining The Order of Woodcraft Chivalry [OWC], with both the Glaister and Veer families. 

[09.28] Meeting Thames Valley Morris Men and dancing at English Folk Dance and Song Society [EFDSS] Folk Dance Festival at Albert Hall 1952/3. More camps set up around Norfolk and England, including mobile camps, and trips abroad including Iceland. Attending canoe camps on the river Wye. Mentions all participants attending basic camp prior to other camps. Children had jobs and made meals in their clan; learning bush craft and sensing though treasure hunts. Discusses standard day’s routine at Forest School [FS] and clan’s responsibilities. Evenings including country dancing, singing and camp fires. [14.05] Each camp had one big fire involving a performance production for the whole camp. Singing ‘Good Night Elvins, Elvins good night’ for bedtimes.

[15.00] Met Tony Brown [TB] whilst running scout training course in 1957, married soon after. Tony attended college at Fircroft College; studying economics and receiving mature student scholarship to attend Keele University. Margaret was working at Family Service Unit in Leicester for families with problems. Couple living in caravan on farm at Madeley, Staffordshire. Margaret discusses becoming a Nursery Teacher, followed by having three boys. Eldest son Julian born 1958 [JB]. [17.20] Recounts humorous adventure with baby Julian on journey to joint Forest School / Order of Woodcraft Chivalry camp on Isle of Aran. Family attended camps with Order of Woodcraft Chivalry at Braziers Park [BP], Luton Woodcraft Folk [WF] and Forest School Camps. Margaret’s two further sons; Simon [SB] born in 1960 and Duncan [DB] in 1963 always camping with the Woodcraft Folk. Mentions that in 1964 Julian became an Elf at Forest School. 

[22.06] Simon and Julian continuing to camp with Forest School. Julian later becoming Camp Chief. Margaret and Tony holding various Order of Woodcraft Chivalry officer posts. Mentions developing relationship with Order of Woodcraft Chivalry as a family. Discusses son Duncan having asthma making Forest School attendance difficult. Mentions other camping and caravanning holidays. Children attending Glastonbury festivals later.

The Brown children still leading training. Margaret camping less after middle age. [24.58] Tony Brown dying in 2006. Attending Forest School camp 50th anniversary at Whitwell Hall. Rachel, Julian’s eldest daughter attending Whitwell Hall as a baby. Margaret has since attended Forest School and Thames Valley Morris Men’s, and Braziers Park camps and Thames Valley Morris Men’s tours. Son’s new wife doesn’t camp, and Margaret feels they’re missing out on learning experiences [26.17]. Buying Alexander, Julian Brown’s youngest child a tent. Mentions reduced mobility at 86.

[27.01] Discusses being part of Forest School, Order of Woodcraft Chivalry and Woodcraft Folk at different times. Differences between these organisations in camp activities and ethos. Mentions Forest School and ‘Good Morning Rally’ allowing democratic opportunities for everyone to speak on camp events and structure. Order of Woodcraft Chivalry has similar daily programme, but clan catering has unfortunately been mostly replaced by family groups. Activities similar including walks, hikes, singing. Woodcraft Folk 

Supports Local Leighton Buzzard Woodcraft Folk group as its’ Secretary. Woodcraft Folk groups meet weekly, so children are bonded already on camp, but not all attend camp. Encouraging leader to arrange provision of equipment so more children can go.  Comments on Woodcraft Folk not being as socialist as before, with less Cooperative links. [32.40]

[32.45] Mentions professional life in progressive education chiming with interest in camps. Teaching in children’s Junior School. Applying progressive ideas as school teacher with support of husband Tony Brown who was working as Chemistry Teacher. Teaching excluded children through walking, camp fires, crafts and outdoor bush craft during school time. Working with Pre-school Playgroups Association, Margaret put across her views on active and outdoor play, running courses for parents and later training tutors, becoming regional and national adviser. 

[37:09] Attraction to Forest School because it embodies her beliefs: being practical, affectionate, approving, understand that bad behaviour often covers sadness and difficulties. But in school where she’s now a governor, disruptive children punished rather than helped. 
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