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	Ref No.:

	Interviewee Surname: Knight
	Interviewee Forename: Geoffrey

	Date of birth:  17th August 1927
	Sex: M

	Mother’s name:  Lilian Maud Knight (nee) George
	Father’s name: Eric Charles Knight

	Mother’s Profession:  Property Developer
	Father’s Profession: Seed Merchant, Carpenter, Property Developer

	Siblings:  One older brother
One younger sister

	Marital status: Married
	Religion: 

	Children:  Two children

	School/Training:  Summerhill School
Birkbeck University



	Occupational history:  Sheep Dip Analyser
Kodak Laboratory Researcher

National Coal Board Research Laboratory ‘Dust Group’

Scientist - Quebec Asbestos Mining Association


	Place of birth:  Chinnor, Oxfordshire
	*Dates covered: 1927 - present

	*Dates of recording, Compact flash cards used, tracks (from – to): 02/03/16, track 1; 02/03/16, track 2
Location of interview: Cambridge
Name of interviewer:  Annebella Pollen

Type of recorder: 

Recording format: 

Total no. of tracks: 2
Mono or stereo:  Stereo 

Total Duration: Track 1 [2:12:38]; Track 2 [01:05]
Total [2:13:00]



	Additional material:   



	Copyright/Clearance:  



	Interviewer’s comments:  

 


	Geoffrey Knight
Example of interview:
(This is only part of the summary)

Geoffrey Knight [GK] born August 17, 1927. Describes Father fetching midwife for Geoffrey’s birth. Mentions parents’ names and marital status: Eric Charles Knight EK; Lilian Maud Knight (nee) George [LK]. Living in Chinnor, Thame, Oxfordshire [England]. GK One of three siblings: Brother Douglas Keith Knight [DK], Sister Hazel Powell nee Knight [HP]. Describes family background; Grandfather worked in the City; Father worked as Seed Merchant in the City. Living in caravan on Lawrence of Arabia’s estate. Parents bought plot of land in Chinnor, 1925. Father built other houses in Chinnor Hill area. Describes visiting these building sites when young. Mentions Kibbo Kift and camping in Marlow Bottom, Buckinghamshire.

[04.13] Comments on parents’ membership of Kibbo Kift. Father and militarism of Scouts prior to joining Kibbo Kift. Mother in Girl Scouts and met Kibbo Kift at shared camp. GK family working on house building sites and purchase of woodland. Describes post-war land purchase, further building and house designs. Re-visits father living in caravan. [09.28] Newspapers cover mother working on buildings as unusual [1930s]. Parents economical but sent children to boarding school. Visiting nudist camps and mother sunbathing nude [10.25].

[10.35] Remarks on family friends in Kibbo Kift and neighbours. Early career as housebreaker (humorous). Mentions camping and hiking in childhood. [12.15] Forest School and Order of Woodcraft Chivalry in Hants. Siblings attended and GK later. Annual camp out in woods with flag raiding. [14.23] ‘I was a nerd’. Left school at Christmas 1938 due to parental disagreement [14.47] and moved to Summerhill school, Leistone, Suffolk. Discusses lesson attendance and free will. [15.35] ‘Recluse’ for six months, later distinguished academically. Classes split into Science and Arts. Geoffrey becomes Research Scientist. Mentions shyness and forced social life. Describes Forest School and Summerhill pupil numbers. Brother becomes Draughtsman. 

[17.51] GK leaves Summerhill. Works analysing sheep dip. Attended University at Birkbeck. Work paid tuition fees. [18.52] Joins Kodak Research Laboratory (until 1953). [19.26] Describes Science courses at university. Specialism in Physics. [20.48] Working at Kodak and Summerhill education.

[21.05] GK describes research role at Kodak. Laboratory based at Wealdstone. Not interested in photography, brother in Royal Photographic Society. Mentions starting in laboratory at Kodak.

[23.43] Describes war years and school evaluation to Wales. Phony war and cycling. Summerhill and cycling in Wales and Cornwall. [26.02] Father’s Kibbo Kift name ‘Beaver. Mentions family Kibbo Kift names. [26.38] Father working at Gore Farm, Dorset. [27.41] Parents’ activities whilst children at Summerhill. Members of Kibbo Kift 1930s and ‘Green Shirts’. Father reading ‘Scientific Humanist’. Parents not ‘political’. [29.09] Mother – Lilian Knight leaves home 1943. Eric Knight emotionally dominant. Parents different social classes. Effect on children; Brother had nothing to do with mother. GK and sister keeping in touch with both.  [31.04] 

Discusses interest in outdoor activities including skiing in Canada. 

[32.10] Mentions personal relationships. Brother mentor to GK when young. Rock climbing at university. GK Getting married 1950 [34.42], French first wife Paulette Maximillian Marcel Creteur later Knight [PC], lived with GK mother Lilian Knight. Living in caravan on land in Chorleywood. Builds house on land. First daughter born in 1955; June Lucille Knight [JK], Son born in 1957; Patrick Knight [PK]. [36.35] Children went to ‘normal’ schools.
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